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TH  E  following  Sheets  are 
intended,  chiefly,  as  an 
Introduction  to  fome  Experi¬ 
ments  now  making,  in  order  to 
afcertain  the  various  Injuries  full 
tained  by  the  Urethra  from  an 
improper  Ufe  of  Injections.  And 
the  Author  will  think  himfelf 
very  much  obliged  to  thofeGem 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty, who  are  in 
Pofleflion  of  any  morbid  Parts, 
refpeCting  the  prefent  fubjeCt,  if 
they  will  favor  him  with  a  Sight 
of  fuch  Preparations, 
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CONSIDERATIONS,  &c. 


I  AM  led  to  believe,  as  well  from 
my  own  obfervations,  as  from  the 
concurring  teftimony  of  my  medical 
friends,  that  diforders  of  the  Urethra 
are  growing  every  day  more  and  more 
common.  To  what  caufe  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  fuch  complaints  may  owe 
its  origin,  has  feemed  to  me  an  in¬ 
quiry  of  no  little  importance;  I  have 
therefore  ventured  to  lay  my  thoughts 
on  that  fubjedt  before  the  public,  who 
will  at  leaft  regard  the  defign  with 

B  candor. 
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candor,  however  they  may  fee  occa- 
fion  to  condemn  the  execution  of  it. 

Much  has  been  faid,  both  for  and 
againft  the  ufe  of  injections  in  the  cure 
of  the  virulent  Gonorrhea.  Many 
of  the  advocates  for  this  mode  of  practice 
declaring  it*  on  the  one  hand,  to  be 
the  only  rational  one ;  whilft  others 
have  pronounced  it  as  pofitively  to  be 
pernicious  in  all  cafes,  and  likely  to 
be  productive  of  the  moft  dreadful 
confequences. 

Prejudices,  of  whatfoever  kind  they 
may  be,  are  not  eafily  removed.  I 
have  often  thought,  and  the  inquiries 
which  I  have  taken  fome  pains  to 
make  have  now  corroborated  that  o~ 
pinion,  that  very  much  mifchief  has 
been  produced,  by  a  too  free  ufe  of 
injections;  whether  exhibited  with  a 

pre- 
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preventive  or  curative  intention :  but 
that  I  fhould  therefore  fay,  every  li¬ 
quor  thrown  up  the  Urethra  muft  pro¬ 
duce  mifchief,  would  be  abfurd  indeed. 

Three  fourths  of  the  good  old  wo¬ 
men  of  this  kingdom  have,  for  ages 
back,  been  in  poffeffion  of  fome  in¬ 
fallible  remedy  for  fore  eyes ;  or  fome 
wonderful  charms  for  the  avue  and 

O 

rooth-ach.  Injections  for  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  are  now- a -days  almoft  as  plenti¬ 
ful,  and  perhaps,  I  may  add,  almoft 
as  infallible  :  but  the  charms  of  the  old 
ladies  had  this  at  lead:  to  recommend 
them,  that,  if  they  did  their  patients  no 
good,  they  were  not  likely  to  do  much 
hurt :  not  fo  the  collyria ;  but  thefe  have 
generally  been  applied  with  fome  fmall 
degree  of  fear  and  caution,  under  the 
belief  that  the  eye  was  a  tender  part, 
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and  one  that  would  not  bear  to  be 
tampered  with.  Oculifts  may  poffibly 
3hem  this  an  unprofitable  doftrinej  but 
flie  blindeft  of  their  patients  will  fee 
the  jnftnefs  of  the  obfervation.  I  fin- 
cerely  wifii  the  fame  notion  had  always 
prevailed  with  refpedt  to  the  Urethra. 
I  think  it  might  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  with  equal  propriety  in  both 
cafes. 

An  injedlion,  well  timed,  and  judi- 
cioufly  adapted,  may  often  have  its  ufe  ; 
but  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  a  fre¬ 
quent  repetition,  or  long  continuance, 
of  almoft  any  injedtion  whatfoever  will 
be  hurtful  to  the  Urethra. 

General  pofitions,  without  proofs, 
ought  to  carry  but  little  weight  with 
them.  In  the  prefent  cafe  fuch  proofs 
feemed  particularly  necefiary,  to  fupport 
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an  opinion,  which,  as  it  oppofed  a  fa- 
vorite  and  fafhionable  praCtice,  was  the 
lefs  likely  to  be  heard  with  any  degree 
of  attention. 

Every  one,  who  has  been  at  the 
trouble  of  looking  much  into  the  rub- 
jeCt,  muft  know,  what  an  infinite  va¬ 
riety  of  injections  have  been  recom¬ 
mended  as  fpecific  cures  for  the  Gonor¬ 
rhoea;  and  many  of  them  too,  in  fiich 
terms  of  affurance,  that,  until  repeated 

i 

trials  had  proved  the  fallacy  of  them, 
they  might  feem  to  deferve  the  charac¬ 
ter  they  bore. 

ProphylaCtic  remedies  alfo,  though 
not  nearly  fo  numerous  at  the  thera¬ 
peutic,  have  at  different  times  had  their 
warmeft  advocates.  If  we  were  really 
in  poffeffion  of  any  fuch  remedies  as 
would  prevent  the  difeafe,  it  would  fu- 

perfede 


t  6  ]  '■ 

perfede  the  neceffity  of  {peaking  as  to 
its  cure,  but  this  I  fear  is  by  no  means 

the  cafe, 

Aniongft  the  preventive  remedies  of 
a  more  modern  date,  the  lixivium  fa- 
ponarimum  has  been.  very  highly  fpoken 
of;  and  is  ftill  vended  in  this  town, 
I  am  told,  under  different  forms,  as 
an  infallible  noffrum  for  the  purpcfe 
above-mentioned,  Sed  caveat  Emptor . 
What  degree  of  prophylactic  virtue 
might  refide  in  thecauffie  Alcali,  I  could 
not  pretend  to  determine ;  but  that  it 
did  not  defer ve  the  character  given  of 
it,  I  had  very  foon  occafion  to  obferve : 
that  it  was  not  an  effectual  preventive 
again  ft  the  venereal  poifon,  I  had  foon 
fufficient  proof ;  and  I  could  not  help 
thinking  it  a  very  improper  medicine 
to  be  injeCted  into  the  urinary  canal, 

I  cn~ 


1  entertained  the  fame  fufpicions  with 
regard  to  many  other  injections 
which  I  had  reafon  to  believe  were  in 
daily  ufe  for  the  cure  of  the  Conor- 
i  hoea.  Among  thefe,  a  very  jj#mci- 
pal  one  was  a  folution  of  the  mercu - 
7  yii s  corrojivus  Jubhmatus .  A  folution 
of  the  cerugo  ceris  has  by  different  per- 
foils  been  recommended  as  an  excellent 
injedion  for  the  fpeedy  cure  of  a  Conor- 
ihoea  :  I  am  told,  it  is  at  this  time  a 
favorite  remedy  with  a  phyfician  of  this 
town,  who  ufes  it  rubbed  down  with 
ol.  oliv.  The  fame  medicine,  diffolved 
fp*  fohs  ammon.  cum  calce ,  and  af¬ 
terwards  diluted,  was  long  handed 
about  as  a  precious  fecret  for  the  fame 
puipofe  >  and  was  made  puolic  fome 
months  lince,  in  a  little  eilay  on  the 

cuie  of  the  venereal  Gonorrhoea;  though 
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the  aqua  fapphirina ,  recommended  by 
Quincy  more  than  half  a  century  ago,, 
imift  furely  be  juft  as  efficacious. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the 
very  many  remedies  of  this  fort,  that 
have  been  held  in  high  efteem  by  par¬ 
ticular  practitioners :  a  work  as  tedious 
as  unnecefTary.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that 
-  out  of  the  number  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  I  feleCted  a  few,  of 
what  I  judged  to  be  the  principal  ones ; 
and  was  defirous  of  making  myfelf  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  effefts  upon  the 
Urethra,  by  fair  experiments.  I  hope, 
I  (hall  ftand  excufed  to  my  friends, 

that  1  have  not  made  them  the  fubjeCts 

/ 

of  fuch  trials.  Dogs  have  been  my 
principal  patients  in  this  way,  and  a 
moft  unruly  fet  I  have  found  them. 

The  penis  caninus  is  by  no  means  fo 

fa- 


f  9  j 

favorable  in  ils  ftmflure  for  making 
experiments  upon ,  as  the  human  :  in 
what  refpefts  they  differ  from  each 
other,  I  fhall  take  occafion  to  remark 
when  I  lay  the  refult  of  my  experi¬ 
ments  before  the  public ;  which  I  am 
not  at  prefent  prepared  to  do,  as  I 
find  I  have  cut  out  a  much  larger 
work  for  myfelf,  than  I  had  formed 
any  idea  of.  It  is  one  however,  though 
attended  with  very  much  trouble,  that 
I  propofe  to  profecute  with  all  the  at¬ 
tention  that  is  confiftent  with  my  other 
avocations. 

At  a  time  when  the  ufe  of  injections 
is  fo  much  in  vogue,  a  word  again!! 
tnem  may  be  dangerous ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  I  fhall  produce,  at  a  pro¬ 
per  feafon,  fuch  proofs  of  the  mifchiefs 
occaiioned  by  many  of  them,  that  it 

C  will 
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will  not  be  faid  I  have  been  merely 
reviving  the  old  cry  againft  them, 
without  fufficient  reafon ;  but  that  the 
following  obfervations  on  the  fubjeft 
have  been  founded  upon  fafts.  In 
making  thefe  experiments,  I  hardly 
need  obferve,  that  my  attention  has 
been  direfled  folely  to  the  effects  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  injected  liquors  upon  the 
Urethra  itfelf,  and  the  neighbouring 
parts.  How  far  the  conftitution  may 
at  any  time  fuffer  from  the  ule  of 
them,  is  quite  another  confideration. 
This  idea  may  poffibly  occafion  feme 
modern  writers  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
the  virulent  Gonorrhoea  to  fmile  :  I 
(hall  however  take  the  liberty  of  of¬ 
fering  a  word  or  two  on  that  head 
prefently. 


There 
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There  is  no  one  difeafe,  I  believe, 
which  has  employed  fo  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  pens,  as  the  venereal.  Va¬ 
rious  modes  of  cure  have  been  infti- 
tuted  by  various  authors,  according  to 
the  particular  ideas  they  have  formed 
of  the  difeafe  ;  of  the  nature  and  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  venereal  poifon. — When 
the  power  of  mercury  had  been  fuf- 
ficiently  proved  in  the  cure  of  the 
Lues  venerea,  it  was  not  unnatural  at 
fir  ft  to  imagine,  that  its  falutary  effedls 
might  be  equally  great  in  that  of  the 
Gonorrhoea  :  how  long  fuch  pradtice 
has  been  continued,  and  with  what 
fuccefs,  it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  fay. 

Sydenham,  and,  fince  his  time,  many 
others  have  regarded  the  running  of 
the  Gonorrhoea  as  a  critical  di (charge. 
Boerhaave  alfo  thought  his  patients  free 
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from  any  danger  of  the  Lues,  fo  long 
as  the  running  of  a  clap  was  kept  up. 
The  methods  they  took  to  effeft  this 
are  fufficiently  known.  Aftruc,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  venereal  poifon,  fays,  it  is 
of  an  inflammatory,  corrofive,  coagu¬ 
lating,  fixed,  and  probably  of  an  acid 
or  falfo-acid  nature.  Cockburn  endea¬ 
vours  to  prove  it  an  acid  *  by  chemi¬ 
cal  experiments:  others  have  declared 
the  poifon  to  be  a  lixivious  volatile 
Alcali.  Some  have  efteemed  the  dif- 
charge  to  be  purulent ;  others  have  af¬ 
firmed  that  it  poflelles  none  of  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  Pus ;  and  fome  have  con- 

*  From  hence,  I  fhould  have  imagined  the 
thought  rirft  arofe  of  trying  the  lixivium  for 
the  prevention  of  thedifeafe,  but  that  I  am  in¬ 
formed  the  gentleman  who  lays  claim  to  the  in¬ 
vention  recommends  the  medicine  with  a  dif¬ 
ferent  defi^n. 

tented 
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tented  themfelves,  without  inquiring 
any  further  into  its  nature,  with  cal¬ 
ling  it  a  virus  fui  generis9  againft  which 
perhaps  they  were  poffefied  of  fome 
fpecific  remedy  :  but,  however  the  nu¬ 
merous  authors  upon  this  f abject  may 
have  differed  in  other  refpeds,  they 
have  for  the  moft  part  agreed  in  this 
particular;  that  the  virus  of  the  Go¬ 
norrhoea  and  Lues  were  fo  far  of  the 
fame  kind,  as  that  an  improper  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  former  would  be  like¬ 
ly  to  produce  the  latter  difeafe,  T  his 
point  however  has  of  late  been  dii- 
puted  ;  and  it  now  feems  a  fafhionable 
dodtrine,  that  the  two  difeafes  are  fo 
diftinft  from,  fo  independent  upon  each 
other,  that  a  pox  can  never  be  induced 
from  the  fuppreffion  of  a  Gonorrhoea* 
I  know  feveral  of  the  faculty  who  en¬ 
tertain 
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ter  tain  this  opinion  ;  though  I  confefs 
I  have  never  difcovered  the  leaft  (hadow 
of  reafon  in  any  argument  they  have 
brought  in  fupport  of  it :  a  principal 
one  that  has  been  made  ufe  of  on  this 
occafion,  is,  that  mercury,  though  a 
fpecific  in  the  lues  venerea ,  or  confirmed 
pox,  is  never  required  in  the  cure  of 
the  virulent  Gonorrhoea ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  prejudicial.  What 
is  this  faying,  but  that  mercury,  though 
nbiolutely  neceffary  in  the  advanced 
itage  of  the  difeafe,  may  be  improper  in 
the  early,  or  inflammatory  ftate  of  it  ? 
But  even  in  the  confirmed  pox  ;  how 
often  do  we  find,  that  mercury  itfelf 
increafes  the  complaint ;  and  we  are 
obliged  to  refrain  from  the  ufe  of  it 
ior  a  time,  calling;  in  the  afiiftance  of 
other  remedies  ?  Indeed  it  is  found 


to 


to  be  the  cafe  with  almoft  all  the  more 
powerful  medicines ;  that  the  mif- tim¬ 
ing  them  has  produced  much  mifehief; 
in  none  perhaps  has  this  appeared  more 
manifeft,  than  in  that  fovereign  drug 
the  Bark.  How  ferviceable,  nay  how 
indifpenfably  neceffary  has  it  been  found, 
in  the  declenfion  of  the  fame  fever,  in 
the  earlier  ftage  of  which,  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  it  might  have  proved  fatal ! 
and  numberlefs  inftances  of  the  fame 
kind,  might,  I  doubt  not,  be  produced 
in  the  praftice  of  phyfic. 

We  are  told  again,  that  it  is  one 
grand  charafteriftic  property  of  the 
Lues  venerea,  that  after  its  firft  appear¬ 
ance  it  will  be  continually  growing 
worfe  ;  that  on  the  contrary,  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  will  frequently  run  off,  difcharge 
itfelf  without  anv  a  (II  fiance  from  me- 

j 
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diclne,  and  without  caufing  any  dif** 
turbance  to  the  conftitution. 

The  firft  obfervation  relative  to  the 
pox,  though  it  will  not  I  think  hold 
true  univerfallv,  rauft  be  neverthelefs 

j  1 

allowed  to  be  fo  in  the  general ;  but  I 
much  fear  that  any  running  from  the 
Urethra,  which  may  have  terminated 
fo  happily  as  they  mention,  has  had 
nothing  venereal  in  its  nature.  Mr. 
Chefelden  was  of  opinion  (as  he  told  a 
very  worthy  friend  of  mine)  that  not 
above  three  out  of  five  of  what  were 
ufually  termed  claps,  had  any  thing 
infectious  in  them.  How  far  this  might 
be  true,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  fay  ; 
but  it  certainly  is  not  every  difcharge 
which  puts  on  even  fufpicious  appear¬ 
ances  that  is  venereal  :  it  every  now 
and  then  happens  that  i pen,  married 
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as  well  as  unmarried,  (hall  by  an  over- 
exertion  of  the  parts  bring  on  a  tem¬ 
porary  running ;  numbers  of  fuch  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  cured  under  the  de« 
nomination  of  venereal,  which  by  no 
means  defer  ved  the  name,  and  feme 
noftrum-mongers  have  gained  the  credit 
of  performing  in  a  few  hours,  what  na¬ 
ture’s  felf  would  have  accompli  rhea  in 
the  fame  fpace  of  time.  Such  a  dife 
charge  as  this,  I  think,  better  deferves 
the  appellation  of  Gonorrhoea  fpuria 
than  that  commonly  fo  called,  which 
proceeds  from  the  Corona  Glandis ,  from 
what  are  named  the  ^febaceous  glands 

% 

*  We  are  not  able  to  difeover,  by  the  mofl: 
minute  injections,  affifted  by  the  belt  gfafles,  any 
glandular  ftru&ure  in  this  part  ;  the  (mail  pro¬ 
tuberances  round  the  Corona  Glandis  being 
merely  clufters  of  the  fame  villi  with  which  the 
Glam  Penis  itfelf  is  overfpread. 
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or  Glandulce  odor  if  era.  But  fuppofing 
we  admit  the  faff,  that  the  true  vene¬ 
real  Gonorrhoea  will  fometimes  pafs  off 
without  the  habit  fuftaining  any  in¬ 
jury  ;  what  does  it  prove  ?  Little 
more,  I  fhould  think,  than  that  na¬ 
ture,  una  (lifted,  and  uninterrupted, 
is  able  to  rid  herfelf  of  an  offending 
burthen  ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  will  carry 
off  a  venereal  complaint  in  the  form 
of  a  clap,  which  thefe  gentlemen, 
with  a  little  trouble,  would  have  con¬ 
verted  into  a  pox.  The  venereal  run¬ 
ning  can  never  appear  more  ftrongly 
in  the  light  of  a  critical  difeharge,  than 
under  fuch  circumftances,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  a  leffbn  againft  what 
Turner  calls  the  poft-hafte  methods  of 


cure. 
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But  though  the  fymptoms  of  a  Go¬ 
norrhoea  have  been  ever  fo  mild,  and 
though  they  fhould  have  gone  off,  and 
difappeared  gradually ;  which  I  can 
readily  admit  they  fometimes  may,  with 
little  or  no  medical  affiftance ;  even 
under  thefe  circumftances,  which  are 
the  moft  favorable  we  can  think  of, 
the  patient  ought  not  to  look  upon 
himfelf  as  fafe  from  the  danger  of  a 
future  attack.  A  very  intimate  friend 
of  mine  was  exactly  in  this  predica¬ 
ment.  His  difcharge  from  the  Urethra 
continued  about  fix  weeks ;  but  during 
the  whole  time  it  was  attended  with 
fo  little  inconvenience  or  uneafinefs, 
that  he  did  not  apply  a  Angle  remedy, 
either  external  or  internal :  the  running 
abated  by  degrees,  and  at  length  total¬ 
ly  left  him.  The  confequence  however 

D  2  was, 
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was,  his  being  attacked  about  four 
months  after  with  venereal  fores  upon 
the  ton  ills.  This  may  ferve  to  con¬ 
vince  us  too,  that  the  doftrine  gene¬ 
rally  received,  of  the  pocky  virus  firft 
attacking  the  glands  neareft  to  the 
part  where  the  infection  is  received, 
does  not  always  hold  true.  Aft  rue 

J 

fpeaks  of  a  diforder  of  the  eyes,  which 
he  calls  the  gonorrhoeal  Ophthalmia ,  as 
being  fometimes  the  confequence  of  a 
fuppreffed  Gonorrhoea,  though  by  no 
means  a  common  difeafe. 

In  a  little  effay  on  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  Gonorrhoea  publifhed  fonie 
time  fince,  the  author,  after  giving  it 
as  his  own  opinion  that  the  poifons  of 
the  pox  and  clap  are  very  different  in 
their  natures,  tells  us,  that  Mr.  Hales 
feems  to  have  imbibed  the  fame  notion. 

That 
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That  gentleman  fays,  indeed,  that  he 
does  not  truly  know  that  any  thing  more 
than  injeftion  is  neceffhry  for  the  cure 
of  the  Gonorrhoea  :  yet  it  ftould  feem 
that  he  thinks  fo  ;  elfe  why  does  he 
give  mercurial  alteratives,  in  almoft 
eveijy  cafe  or  the  Gonorrhoea  ?  Mer- 
eury  is  furely  a  medicine  that  ought 
not  wantonly  to  he  adminiftered,  even 
in  an  alterative  wav. 

j 


The  fame  author,  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion,  that  the  virus  of  the  two  dif- 
eafes  is  very  different,  fays,  that  the 


matter  from  a  Gonorrhcea  applied  to  an 
excoriated  part  will  not  produce  a 
chancre.  What  kind  of  experiment 
may  have  proved  this  politico  to  him, 
I  know  not  j  for  I  am  fully  fatisfied 
that  I  have  fee n  the  difeharge  of  a 
Gonorrhea  fbfficiently  acrimonious  and 


corfofive 
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eftrrofive  to  produce  this  effeft,  even 
upon  a  found  part.  He  adds,  that  fuch 
fores  will  heal,  with  a  little  ftyptic 
wafh.  I  confefs  it  is  an  application  I 
fhould  never  think  of  ufing ;  for  if  they 
would  not  heal  without  it,  my  fufpi- 
cions  would  be  much  raifed  concern¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  them. 

I  have  no  more  doubt  that  a  ftyptic 
remedy  would  often  heal  them,  than  I 
have,  that  a  ftyptic  injeftion  would 
flop  a  Gonorrhoea ;  but  my  doubts 
concerning  the  fafety  of  fuch  prac¬ 
tice  are  very  many.  But  let  alone  this 
ftyptic  wafh,  and  leave  the  excoriations 
to  themfelves:  will  this  author  pretend 
to  fay  that  thefe  fores,  thefe  Gonor¬ 
rhoeal  Chancres  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreftion)  would  not  degenerate 
and  require  more  than  ftyptics  to  heal 

them 
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them  afterwards  i  How  often  do  we  fee 
the  difcharge  fo  virulent  as  to  corrode 
the  parts  very  confiderably,  producing 
chancres,  and  thofe  often  troub lefom" 
ones,  when  confined  by  the  prepuce  in 

the  cafe  of  a  pbymofis.  He  will  not 
tody  fay,  that  the  „ere  confillemem 

of  the  matter  (if  I  may  fo  call  it)  a). 
tos,ts„at„re.  It  may ,  and  I  fuppoih 
will,  render  ,t  more  acrid  ;  but  it  can 
never  e  fuppoied  t0  change  fo  ^ 

•i  fluid  as  he  feems  to  think  the 

1  ■ _  aa  into  fo  dread- 

11  a  poi  on  as  we  know  that  of  the 

pox  to  be.  But,  in  anfwer  to  this,  we 

ate  to  ,  that  fuch  chancres  will  not 

produce  the  Lues ;  that  the  conffitu- 

ion  never  suffers  in  confequence  of 

J  th3t  n°  mer^y  is  required. 


I 


When 
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When  the  Inflammation  in  a  Conor- 
hoearunsfo  high  as  to  produce  the  fym- 
ptorris  I  have  mentioned;  the  quantity  of 
the  running  ufually  bears  a  proportion 
to  its  quality;  it  is  generally  as  plentiful 
as  It  is  acrimonious:  now  how  far  fo 
copious  a  difcharge  may  at  any  time 
prove  effectual  in  diverting  the  infec¬ 
tion  from  the  habit,  I  (hall  not  pretend 
to  determine.  I  will  not  fay  that  it 
can,  and  I  believe  no  one  will  fay  that 
it  may  not,  for  we  are  daily  meeting 
with  cireumftances  in  the  various  fbges 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  that  are  much 
more  unaccountable  ;  but  this  I  will 
venture  to  pronounce,  that  if  the  dif¬ 
charge  of  fo  virulent  a  clap  as  I  have 
deicribed  is  fuddenly  checked  by  aftrin- 
gent  injections,  and  the  chancres  healed 
by  tryptic  wafhes,  more  than  fifteen 

times 

6 
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times  out  of  twenty  a  pox  will  be  the 
confequence. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  venereal  poifon, 
I  would  be  underftood  in  general  terms 
to  mean  that  of  theLuesas  well  as  of  the 
Gonorrhoea  ;  for  in  what  refpefls  they 
differ,  except  in  degree,  I  confefs  my- 
felf  ignorant :  this  I  know,  that  a  pox 
has  been  contracted  from  a  woman 
upon  whom  no  pocky  fymptoms  could 
bedifcovered ;  and  a  woman  has  been  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  virulent  Gonorrhoea  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  her  connexion  with  a  man 
who  never  had  any  difcharge  per  lire- 
thram ,  no  fort  of  complaint  in  the  paf- 
fage,  nor  any  excoriation  upon  the  Penis . 

I  was  defired  by  Mr.  Sparke,  apo¬ 
thecary,  in  Titchjield-Jtreet,  to  look 
upon  a  woman  who  had  been  under 
his  care  for  fome  days.  She  had  a  very 

-E  copious. 
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copious,  moil  virulent,  and  foetid  di& 
charge  per  vaginam ,  confiderable  ardor 
urince9  the  labia  pudendi  fwoln  to  an 
enormous  fi2e,  and  much  excoriated* 
as  well  as  the  parts  all  round.  I  had 
no  doubt,  from  appearances,  but  that 
her  complaint  was  venereal.  The  wo¬ 
man  had  been  married  only  a  few 
weeks ;  there  was  no  reafon  for  fufpi- 
don  of  her  having  had  any  improper 
connexion,  and  the  hulband  declared 
himfelf  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the 
caufe  of  his  wife’s  diforder.  I  defined 
permiffion  to  examine  the  man,  when 
I  found  in  his  groin  an  inlarged  gknd, 
which  (as  he  faid)  had  efcaped  his  own 
notice,  not  having  given  him  any  un» 
eaflnefs.  It  was  a  tumor  of  the  indo» 
lent  kind  ;  but  as  it  was  pretty  deeply 
feated,  and  firmly  attached  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring 
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homing  parts,  I  had  no  doubt  but  that 
it  would  advance  to  fuppuration,  which 
it  accordingly  did  in  a  fliort  time.  The 
account  this  perfon  gave,  was, that  he  had 
had  no  commerce  with  any  woman  for 
near  three  months  before  his  marriage, 
and  that  he  never  had  a  clap  in  his  life. 
It  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the 
cure  of  the  wife  was  effefted  without 
the  ufe  of  mercury  3  whether  it  would 
have  been  prudent  to  attempt  that  of 
the  hufband  in  the  fame  way,  I  leave 
others  to  determine.  I  have  mentioned 
the  foregoing  cafe  (in  other  refpefts  per¬ 
haps  one  of  little  confequence)  juft  to 
prove,  that  there  is  really  a  nearer  affi¬ 
nity  between  the  two  difeafes  than  fome 
people  affecf  to  believe. 

it  is  no  great  wonder  that  thofe  par¬ 
ticular  perfon s,  who  boaft  of  their  ex- 

E  2  peditious 
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peditious  methods  of  curing  the  Go - 
norrhcea ,  fliould  take  fome  pains  to 
convince  their  patients  of  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  poxing  them  by  the  ufe  of  in¬ 
jections.  That  pocky  fymptoms  can 
never  arife  in  confequence  of  a  fup- 

preffed  Gonorrhoea ?  is  a  doftrine  admi¬ 
rably  well  calculated  for  their  mode  of 
practice ;  it  affords  them  an  excellent 
falvo  in  cafe  of  accidents :  the  old  and 
ftale  ftory  of  the  double  infection  be¬ 
ing  ever  ready  for  their  purpofe,  they 
are  feldom  backward  in  availing  them- 
ielves  of  it.  Would  thefe  men  take 
upon  them  to  pronounce  primd  facie 
when  the  pocky  virus  was  united  with 
the  gonorrhoeal,  and  when  not  (accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  theory)  ;  and  could 
they  determine  the  point  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  precifion,  they  would  then  de- 

ferve 
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ferve  our  thanks ;  but  the  difcovery  is 
in  the  general  unfortunately  made  by 
the  patient  himfelf,  and  that  too  at  a 
time  when  perhaps  he  may  be  congra¬ 
tulating  himfelf  upon  a  fuppofed  cure. 
The  author  of  the  pamphlet  I  have  had 
occafion  to  mention,  thinks  it  probable 
that  there  is  fomething  in  the  venereal 
particles  of  matter  in  a  Gonorrhcea 
which  is  very  different  in  its  nature  and 
figure  from  that  of  the  pox,  being  nei¬ 
ther  fo  eafily  taken  up  by  the  abfor- 
bents,  or,  if  taken  up,  that  it  is  of  no 
kind  of  confequence.  In  anfwer  to 
this  I  can  venture  to  afiert,  that  there 
is  no  fort  of  difference  whatever  to  be 
difcovered  between  them,  as  far  at 
leaft  as  a  microfcopic  obfervation  may 
be  depended  upon.  I  wifhed  to  iatisfy 
myfelf  in  this  particular  as  foon  as 

the 
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tlie  opinion  was  given  out ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  I  carefully  examined  the 
matter  from  venereal  ulcers,  as  well  as 
the  difcharge  from  thturethra^by  means 
pf  a  microfcope.  They  both  afforded 
exactly  the  fame  appearance.  The  par¬ 
ticles  are  of  a  fpherical  form,  and  juft 
fuch  as  we  fee  incommo npus.  In  their 
figure  I  have  never  known  them  to  va¬ 
ry,  in  their  fize  they  fometimes  do  ; 
owing  merely,  as  I  apprehend,  to  the 
ftate  the  pus  is  in  at  the  time.  I  view¬ 
ed  thefe  particles  at  firft  diluted  with 
iimple  diftilled  water,  where  I  had  a 
very  fine  fight  of  them.  In  this  fluid 
they  retained  their  figure  better,  and 
afforded  me  a  more  perfect  view  of 
them,  than  in  any  other  liquor  I  tried. 
I  could  not  get  the  matter  to  mix  fo 
intimately  with  fluids  of  an  aftringent 

kind ; 
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Mnd :  in  fuch  therefore  I  bad  not  a!-* 
together  fo  fair  a  view.  When  mixed 
with  aftringents,  the  venereal  par¬ 
ticles  feemed  to  be  fomewhat  dinii- 
nifhed  in  their  fize,  and  rather  flattened. 
As  the  degree  of  aftringency  was  in- 
creafed,  this  appeared  more  manifeft,  till 
the  matter  became  a  confufed  *  coagu¬ 
lated  mafs,  the  globules  being  quite 
broke  down. 

A  diluted  preparation  of  the  lixivium 
faponari&um  and  a  folution  of  the 
mere .  corrof*  fublim .  produced  no 
ether  effeft.  Mere  curiofity  led  me  to 
make  the  experiment ;  I  mean  to  draw 
no  conclufion  from  it.  Trials  fuch 
as  thefe  mnft  of  neceffity  be  fallacious 
in  fome  degree,  and  the  deductions 

This  was  not  effected  till  the  mixtures  were 
fo  ftrong  that  no  man  in  his  fen fes  would  think 
of  injeding  them  into  the  Urethra. 

made 
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made  from  them,  of  conrfe,  vague  and 
inconcluflve*  Should  any  one  contend 

therefore  that  thefe  medicines  have  a 

» 

power  of  rendering  the  venereal  par-5 
tides  of  matter  inert,  even  without 
altering  the  form  of  them,  I  will  not 
controvert  the  point. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  has 
been  brought  as  an  argument  againft  the 
poifon  of  the  Lues  and  Gonorrhoea  hav¬ 
ing  any  affinity  in  their  natures,  that 
the  former  difeafe,  in  the  flighteft  de¬ 
gree,  was  never  known  to  be  cured 
without  mercury  whereas  the  moft 
virulent  of  the  latter  has  been  repeatedly 

•*  There  are  fome  in  this  town  who  are 
ready  to  conteft  that  point  :  yet  I  wifi  not  to 
have  myfelf  reckoned  amongft  the  number.  If 
venereal  buboes  may  be  ranked  in  the  lift  of 
pocky  fymptoms ;  there  are,  I  am  told,  who  in¬ 
fill,  that  fuch  disorders  are  curable  without  the 
help  of  mercury. 


fo 
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fo  without  the  ufe  of  one  grain.  The 
author  who  advances  this  aflcs,  «  will 
mercury  alone,  in  a  recent  cafe,  abate 
any  one  fymptorn  concomitant  with 
the  difeafe  (the  Gonorrhoea)  ?  nay  even 
if  carried  to  afah  vation  ?  ”  To  a  queftion 
put  in  fo  vague  a  manner,  the  author  has 

hardly  a  right  to  exped  a  dired  an- 
fwer  :  however,  to  what  has  been  al¬ 
ready  faid  upon  that  i object,  I  beg  leave 
to  add,  that  I  have  feen  fmall  dofes  of 
mercury  alter  the  complexion  of  a  very 
ill-conditioned  running  much  for  the 
better;  and  that  a  very  obftinate  chor- 
oee,  which  would  not  yield  to  the  com¬ 
mon  methods,  fuch  as  bathing,  bleed- 
mg,  opiates,  &c.  has  given  way,  when 
a  fmall  do fe  or  two  of  the  fame  medi¬ 
cine  has  been  added.  I  mention  the 
aft  only,  without  recommending  the 

^  pradice. 
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pra&ice.  I  am  moreover  informed  by 
a  furgeon  to  an  hofpital  in  this  town, 
where  there  are  a  great  many  venereal 
patients,  that  fuch  patients  frequently 
get  rid  of  their  Gonorrhoeas  during 
a  mercurial  courie ;  but  that,  if  the 
difcharge  does  not  intirely  flop,  gentle 
aftringents  feldom  fail  to  compleat  the 
work  :  and  after  a  courfe  of  mercury* 
we  need  be  under  no  apprehenfions  in 
having  recourfe  to  fuch  medicines. 

Dr.  Saunders,  in  his  tranflation  of 
Flench’ s  book  upon  the  ufe  of  mercury 
triturated  with  gum  arahic, fays, there 
is  no  internal  preparation  of  mercury 
fo  well  adapted  for  the  cure  of  the 
44  Gonorrhoea  as  this  (viz.  the  gummy 
u  mercurial) ;  and  when  injections  are 
“  employed,  its  internal  ufe  fhould  con- 
u  ftantly  accompany  them ;  it  very  ef- 

4  4  feftually 
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“  fedtually  abates  the  ardor  urines  % 
(i  which  it  does,  partly  from  its  acting 
“  as  a  mercurial,  without  inducing  in- 
“  flammation,  and  partly  from  th t  gum 
“  arable  accompanying  it.”  I  can  rea¬ 
dily  believe  this ;  yet  if  we  can  do  with¬ 
out  mercury  at  all  (which  for  the  moft 
part  we  undoubtedly  may),  fo  much  the 
better. 

In  a  very  perverfe  gleet,  which  had 
long  withftood  the  attempts  of  an  in¬ 
genious  furgeon,  and  particular  friend 
of  mine,  the  affiltance  of  mercury  was 
found  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary.  Bou¬ 
gies  had  repeatedly  afforded  a  temporary- 
relief,  but  the  point  was  not  carried  till 
mercurial  fridtions  had  been  ufed.  A 
modern  writer  upon  the  venereal  difeafe 
has  offer  ved*  (fpeaking  of  obftinate 
*  Fordyce’s  Review,  p.  55. 

F  2 
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gleets)  that,  cc  were  we  difpofed  to  fpe- 
cul ate ,  we  fhould  fay  In  thefe  cafes  an 
66  internal  chancre  had  kept  up  the  dif- 
is  charge,  &c.”  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  no  fort  of  doubt  buc  that  in  moft 
offuch  complaints  the  urethra  is  in  fome 
degree  ulcerated.  The  greater  part  of 
the  earlier  writers  upon  the  gonorrhoea 
virulent  a  fpoke  with  fo  much  confi¬ 
dence,  fo  familiarly  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
ulcers  in  the  urethra ,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  the  urinary  canal  was  feldom  or 
never  free  from  them  in  that  difeafe. 
Few -doubted  the  exiftence  of  them, 
many  profefs  to  have  feen  repeated  in- 
flances  upon  difleftion  after  death : 
among  ft  whom  are  Bart hollne,  Seve¬ 
rinus j  Virfungius ,  Hil claims,  Sydenham , 
de  la  Faye,  M.  Littre ,  &c.  &c.  Why 
fo  little  credit  has  been  given  to  their 

tefti  monies 
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teftimonies  I  cannot  pretend  to  deter¬ 
mine;  the  dodtrine  of*  ulcers  however 
has  ot  late  been  much  exploded ;  and  it 
has  been  aflerted  in  the  other  extreme, 
that  ulcerations  of  tne  urethra  very  lel- 
dom  or  never  occur.  Upon  a  ftrift 
"inquiry  it  will  I  believe  he  found,  that 
the  matter  has  been  exaggerated  on  both 
lides ;  and,  though  we  do  not  every 
day  meet  with  fuch  cafes,  yet  they  are 
by  no  means  nuncommon.  I  think  I 
have  met  with  repeated  inftances,  as  far 
as  there  has  been  a  poffibility  of  deter¬ 
mining  without  adiual  ocular  demon- 
oration.  I  remember  a  patient  of  the 
late  *  Mr.  Ga taker,  whole  urethra ,  af- 

Th,s  gentleman,  in  a  little  publication  upon 
the  venereal  difeafe,  forne  years  before  his  death, 

wrote  againft  the  exigence  of  ulcers  in  •  the 
urethra. 


ter 
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ter  death,  was  found  to  be  full  of  fores, 
I  faw  fince  that  time  a  confiderable  ul¬ 
cer  at  the  beginning  of  the  urethra , 
where  it  joins  to  the  glans  penis ,  in  the 
navicular  fojfula ,  as  IV inflow  calls  it ; 
and  which  Aft  rue  fays  is  the  moft  com¬ 
mon  feat  of  a  Gonorrhoea :  the  orifice 
of  the  urethra  was  much  inlarged,  and 
the  freenum  deftroyed  by  a  chancre  ex¬ 
ternally,  which  afforded  me  a  view  of 
the  internal  ulcer.  I  have  likewife  at 
this  time  in  my  poffeffion,  part  of  a 
penis,  where  there  are  feveral  fma  1 
erofions  of  the  membrane  which  lines 
the  urethra ;  and  on  one  part  of  it  a  con¬ 
fiderable  ulcer.  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe;  the 
body  from  which  it  was  taken,  having 
been  brought  to  my  brother’s  houfe, 
for  the  purpofe  of  diffe&ion,  during 

the 
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the  time  of  his  reading  Lectures  in 
'  Anatomy.  Several  authors  have  men¬ 
tioned  the  little  filaments  which  are 
fometimes  feen  to  float  in  the  urine,  as 
indications  of  an  approaching  cure  of 
the  Gonorrhoea ;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  we  have  nearly,  if  not  exactly, 

the  fame  appearances  in  an  ulcerated 
ftate  of  the  paflage. 

There  being  feldom  any  vefiiges  of 
ulceration,  any  cicatrices  to  be  found 
m  the  Uiethra  after  death,  is  by  no 
means  an  argument  againft  them.  We 
might  with  juft  as  much  reafon,  upon 
the  infpedtion  of  a  prepuce  whereon  no 
fear  appeared,  pronounce,  that  there 
never  had  been  a  chancre  upon  it.  We 
know  that,  uniefs  fuch  fores  have  been 
very  bad  indeed,  and  attended  with 
much  lofs  of  fubftance,  they  feldom 

leave 
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leave  any  marks  behind  ;  and  I  cannot 
fee  why  they  may  not,  with  proper 
care,  heal  as  fmoothly  within  the  Ure¬ 
thra  as  upon  the  prepuce  ;  indeed,  I 
think  they  are  more  likely  to  do  it,  if 
we  call  a  Bougie  to  our  afliftance. 

o 

Although  I  have  mentioned  to  have 

feen  fome  very  ftubborn  fymptoms  in  a 

Gonorrhoea  yield  to  a  proper  ad  mini- 

fixation  of  mercury,  which  could  not 

✓ 

be  conquered  by  the  methods  com¬ 
monly  made  ufe  of ;  yet  1  would  by 
no  means  have  it  inferred  from  thence, 
that  I  think  mercurials  often  neceflary : 
on  the  contrary,  I  am  fure  they  may 
for  the  moftpart  be  difpenfed  with  :  and 
happy  it  is  for  thofe  perfons  who  fre¬ 
quently  have  fuch  complaints  that  they 
may  fo.  So  much  am  I  of  this  opi¬ 
nion,  that  I  do  not  regard  the  praSice 
6  of 


r 


f  41  ] 

of  the  noftrum-monger,  who  profefles 
to  cure  a  virulent  Gonorrhoea  in  a  few 
hours,  as  one  jot  more  prepofterous  than 
of  him  who  calls  in  the  aid  of  mercury 
upon  every  the  moft  trifling  occafion. 
The  prafnce  of  neither  of  thefe  men  is 
%veH  calculated,  I  fear,  for  the  meridian 
of  London,  where  the  difeafe  is  fo  fre¬ 
quent  :  for  no  urethra  can  long  remain 
unhurt  under  the  treatment  of  the  one; 
few  confritutions  undeftroyed  under 
that  of  the  other. 

The  martyrs  to  mercury  £as  excellent 
a  medicine  as  it  is)  have  certainly  been, 
very  many.  It  will  prehaps  be  going  too 
far  to  fay  with  Boerhaave ,  (lpeaking  of 
the  cortofive  fublimate  and  feme  other 
preparations  of  mercury)  Certiffima  funt 
venena ,  et  corpori  humano  nunepuam  Je~ 
paranda :  but  his  cautions  concerning 
.  Lii-v  G  the 
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the  ufe  of  them  ought  not  to  be 
flighted. 

The  expeditious  doftor  is  but  a  retail 
dealer  in  the  ways  of  death.  We  muft 
do  him  the  juftice  to  allow,  that  he 
maims  oftener  than  he  kills ;  though  a 
little  attention  to  the  matter  will  con¬ 
vince  us,  that  he  is  not  abfolutely  with¬ 
out  a  fhare  in  that  particular  alfo. 

After  a  certain  time  (fooner  or  later 
according  to  circumftances),  fome  of  the 
many  evils  fo  conftantly  attendant  on 
the  practice  of  him  who  folely  relies  on 
the  ufe  of  injections  (and  of  which  I  (hall 
take  occafion  to  fpeak  particularly  here¬ 
after)  attack  his  patient.  His  firft  com¬ 
plaint,  the  firft  however  that  he  may 
think  worth  attending  to,  will  poflibly 
be,  that  he  finds  his  ftream  of  urine  di- 
minifhed,  and  that  he  cannot  void  it 

without 
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without  fome  difficulty  5  particularly  the 
laft  drops  of  it,  which  continue  to  come 
away  involuntarily,  for  fome  little  time 
after  micturition.  He  generally  com¬ 
plains  of  a  difficulty  in  his  firft  attempt 
to  urine ;  by  exerting  fome  little  force 
with  the  abdominal  mufcles,  the  refill  - 
ance  is  overcome  for  a  time  ;  but  the 
difficulty  increafes  again  as  the  bladder 
collapfes,  infomuch  that  it  cannot  be 
emptied  beyond  a  certain  point ;  and 
the  laft  drops  of  the  urine  which  have 
palled  into  the  urethra ,  wanting  a  fuffi- 
cient  impulfe  from  behind,  oofe  out  and 
produce  the  dribbling  I  have  mentioned: 
a  complaint,  difagreeable  and  trouble- 
fome  in  itfelf,  yet  of  little  confluence 
perhaps,  when  compared  with  another 
fo  conflantly  attendant  upon  it ;  for 
under  thefe  circumftances  the  femen  is 

G  %  never 
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never  expelled  as  it  ought  to  be:  though 
this  fluid  perhaps  may  be  fecreted  in  a 
proper  quantity,  and  thrown  into  the 
urethra,  yet  it  is  there  foon  arrefted  in 
its  courfe.  This  laft  fymptom  is,  I  fear, 
but  little  attended  to,  though  certainly 

one  of  infinite  importance.  1  am  per- 

■ 

fuaded  there  is  not  a  more  common 
caufe  of  Impotency  than  it  is :  perhaps 
it  does  not  come  under  the  cognizance 
of  a  furgeon  fo  often  as  it  ought,  be¬ 


ing  fiippreffed  by  the  patient  through 
pride  or  mod  city. 

An  obfiruclion  to  the  free  paffage  of 
the  urine  or  femen  may  be  owing  to  a 
variety  of  caufes ;  but  if  in  this  cafe  a 
bougie  was  palled  for  difcovering  the 
caufe,  and  the  inftrument  met  with 
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little  or  no  refiftance  (which  if  properly 


lubricated  perhaps  it  would  not)  the 
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furgeon  might  be  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  it.  It  would  perhaps  be  attributed 
(I  know  however  that  it  has  been  fo) 
to  a  defeft  in  fome  of  the  mufcles  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  expulfion  of  thefe 
fluids,  the  efeffiores  penis ,  acceleratores 
urince ,  &c.  and  be  faid,  that  they  had 
been  made  too  free  with,  and  were 

become  almoft  or  altogether  pa¬ 

ralytic  ;  for  the  relief  of  which 
complaint,  volatile  embrocations  and 
tc  pical  remedies  of  a  more  ftimu« 

lating  nature  would  be  applied  ;  toge- 
getner  with  the  afiiftance  of  corrobo¬ 
rants,  perhaps  canthandes  internally. 

From  repeated  inquiries  into  this 
matter,  I  have  found,  that  the  Jemen 
has  always  been  better  difcharged, 
expelled  with  more  force,  in  proportion 
to  the  time  the  penis  has  continued 

ereft 
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ereft  coitum ,  and  v/V*  wrra ,  alfo 

that  miclurkion  has  been  performed 
with  greater  eale  pofl  ereffionem :  from 
which  I  cannot  help  concluding,  that 
the  complaint  in  thofe  cafes  has  been 
owing  to  a  want  of  lubricity  in  the 
urethra,  from  apaucity  of  mucus,  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  that  fluid  being  pref- 
fed  into  the  paflage,  when  the  penis 
is  in  an  ereCt,  than  when  in  a  flaccid 
ftate.  If  the  fault  lay  in  the  mufcles 
of  the  part,  they,  one  would  imagine, 
fhould  rather  be  weakened  than  acquire 
ftrength  by  a  continued  ftate  of  erec¬ 
tion  :  indeed  their  power  of  keeping 
the  member  in  that  ftate  for  any  time 
contradicts  the  idea  that  the  defect 
could  lie  in  them. 

Injections  of  an  acrid,  aftringent,  or 
even  fubaftringent  nature,  ufed  for  any 

length 
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length  of  time,  will  reduce  the  urethra 
to  the  condition  I  have  mentioned. 
On  this  account  it  is,  that  preventive 
remedies  againft  the  venereal  infeftion 
are  particularly  hurtful ;  for,  to  be  of 
any  fervice  to  thofe  who  have  much 
commerce  in  a  certain  way,  they  muft 
be  in  alinoft  ^  continual  life.  Indeed  I 
know  fome  men  of  pleafure,  who  make 
their  fyringe  a  conftant  vade-mecum. 

The  manner  in  which  moil  of  fuch 
medicines  are  fuppofed  to  aft  (I  have 
often  heard  this  opinion  given  with 
refpeft  to  the  lixivium ,  and  have 
been  informed  it  was  the  idea  of  the 
inventor  of  that  remedy)  they  are  fup* 
pofed,  I  fay,  to  aft  by  bringing  off 
the  mucus  from  the  urethra ,  and  to¬ 
gether  with  it  the  virus  imbibed  in 
coilu .  The  ufes  of  this  fluid  are  fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently  underftood,  and  the  inconve- 
niencies  arifing  from  the  want  of  it 
many  have  found  to  their  for  row ; 
but  it  is  faid  by  the  advocates  for  this 
preventive  plan,  that  as  the  fecretioa 
©f  this  mucus  is  continually  going  on, 
the  lofs  of  it  is  very  foon  fupplied 
again. 

It  may,  and  I  can  readily  believe, 
that  it  is  fo,  after  ufing  the  remedy 
for  a  few  times ;  but  I  have  not  a 
doubt,  from  what  I  have  feen,  but  that 
a  frequent  repetition  of  it  will  prevent 
the  fecretion  very  confiderably,  by  gra¬ 
dually  (hutting  up  the  lacunce  which 
furnifh  it :  a$d  in  a  certain  time  (fooner 
or  later  according  to  the  frequency  of 
ufing  it,  and  the  Strength  of  the  me¬ 
dicine)  the  pafiage  will  have  fuftained 
fuch  injury,  that  all  our  endeavours 

to 
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to  fet  it  right  again  may  prove  ineffeo 
tual.  I  know  a  gentleman,  who,  for 
thefe  two  years  paft*  has  had  a  tender- 
nefs  in  the  urethra ,  and  during  the 
whole  time  fome  fmall  degree  of  ardor 
urina.  There  is  no  obftruftion  to  the 
palling  of  a  bougie  of  a  middle  fize 
(the  paflage  indeed  will  not  admit  a 
large  one),  nor  is  there  a  ftriCture  at 
any  particular  part ;  but  rather  a  ge¬ 
neral  ftraightnefs  or  contra&icn.  He 
ufed  formerly  to  bo  aft  of  a  prophy¬ 
lactic,  and  I  cannot  help  attributing 
his  complaint  to  the  repeated  fcower- 
ings  his  urethra  has  undergone. 

That  the  lixivium  faponar'mum  pro¬ 
perly  diluted,  and  thrown  up  the 
Urethra  po{l  coitum ,  may  fometimes 
prevent  the  venereal  infection  from 
taking  effeCt,  I  can  readily  believe  (and 

H  I  be- 
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I  believe  alfo  that  I  could  think  of 
fifty  other  injections  that  would  do  the 
lame)  ;  but  that  it  will  always  do  it, 
or  nearly  fo,  I  know  to  be  falfe.  Yet 
fuppofe  this  to  be  the  cafe,  would  any 
man  in  his  fenfes  be  content  with  even 
a  feven  years  refpite  from  drfeafe, 
on  condition  of  taking  upon  him  a 
very  bad,  perhaps  an  incurable  one, 
at  the  end  of  that  term  ?  I  have  faid 
a  feven  years  refpite  :  let  the  modern 
men  of  pleafure  judge  of  the  allow¬ 
ance.  I  fancy  it  will  be  acknowledged 
too  large  a  one  by  many  of  them  ;  but 
even  on  fuch  terms,  the  bargain  mu  ft 
furely  appear  too  bad  for  any  but  a 
madman  to  make. 

They  who  have  recommended  this 
medicine,  have  dire&ed  that  it  fhould 
be  made  juft  fo  ftrong  as  to  leave  a 
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little  pungency  behind  it  when  applied 
to  the  tongue  ;  and  have  laid  down  as 
a  rule,  that  if  it  did  not  give  much 
pain  to  the  eye,  it  would  then  do  the 
urethra  no  harm.  All  I  (hall  fay  to 
this  is,  that,  if  the  mixture  be  ftrong 
enough  to  produce  the  effect  wifhed 
for,  it  is  then  ftrong  enough  to  do 
much  mifchief.  But,  -fay  they,  let 
us  be  careful  not  to  make  it  too 
ftrong;  and  then,  if  it  fhould  do  no 
good,  it  certainly  can  do  no  hurt, 
and  it  will  probably  be  of  fome  fer~ 
vice,  at  leaft  by  waffling  the  urethra 
but  this  I  deny.  The  venereal  poifon 
is  fo  very  fubtle,  that  the  mere  wafli- 
ing  the  canal  poft  coitum  is  not  likely 
to  have  much  efficacy  in  preventing 
its  taking  place  ;  but  if  wafhing  the 
urethra  was  often  found  to  be  effec- 
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tual,  this  furely  could  not  be  fo  well 
performed  ps  by  our  own  urine,  cer¬ 
tainly  by  no  method  fo  fafely ;  for  by 
this  means,  the  canal  will  be  wafhed 
from  within  outwards,  and  the  water 
may  poffibly  drive  before  it  and  ex¬ 
pel  the  infectious  particles :  whereas 
by  an  injection  (howfoever  mild  and 
innocent  in  its  nature)  the  morbific 
matter  may  be  forced  on  nearer  to  the 
bladder,  and  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  be 
thereby  changed  much  for  the  worfe. 

With  refpeCl  to  prophylactic  reme¬ 
dies,  I  have  already  given  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  we  are  not  acquainted 
with  any  which  may  be  depended 
upon ;  and  if  we  were,  it  is  poffible  they 
might  be  inch,  as  no  prudent  man 
would  think  of  ufing.  Many  medi¬ 
cines  of  this  kind,  internal  as  well  as 

externals 
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external,  are  quoted  from  different  au* 
thors,  byAJlruc,  Turner ,  &c.  but  treated 
with  the  contempt  they  feem  to  have 
defer  ved. 

Cleanlinefs  pojl  coitum  (particularly 
in  women)  may  tend  in  fome  meafure, 
perhaps,  if  not  to  prevent  the  difeafe, 
to  render  it  more  mild.  Ajlruc  fee  ms 
to  think  this  of  little  confequence ;  but 
till  we  are  much  better  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon. 
than  I  believe  we  are  at  prefent,  it  is 
mere  gueffing  in  the  dark.  Thus 
much  is  very  certain,  that  this  virus 
does  not  always  acl,  either  according 
to  its  quantity  or  quality,  any  more 
than  the  variolous  poifon  ;  for  each  of 
them,  being  conveyed  from  one  body 
to  another,  under  the  molt  favorable 
circumftances,  often  feem  by  being 

tranf- 
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transplanted,  to  alter  their  natures,  and 
to  degenerate  from  the  mildeft  to  the 
moft  malignant  fpecies. 

I  (hall  difmifs  the  fuhjecl  of  prophy¬ 
laxies  for  the  prefent,  after  obferving, 
that,  if  the  lixivium  has  any  virtue  of 
fuch  a  kind,  it  does  not  refide  in  its  al- 
caline  property  ;  for  acids  have  been 
made  ufe  of  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and 
I  believe  with  juft  as  good  an  effeX.  I 
heard  a  gentleman  boaft,  “  fe  impune 
peccaffe  per  annos  triginta,  ufu  fucci 
limonum  aqua  tepida  diluti.  In  hanc 
4  c  mifturam,  temper  poft  co  i  turn,  penem 
**  fuum  immerftt  et  abluit;’5  and  that 
he  had  recommended  the  fame  precauti¬ 
on  to  many  of  his  friends,  who  had  found 
the  like  good  effeXs  from  it.  Yet  what 
are  we  to  colleX  from  this,  when  we 
know,  that  there  are  numbers  who  have 

been 
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been  juft  as  fortunate  without  fifing  any 
preventive  means  at  all;  but,  fetting  the 

difeafe  at  defiance,  have  always  efcaped 

unhurt  ? 

"  r  ... 

That  very  much  mifchief  has  been 
produced  oceafionally  by  an  improper 
tife  of  injedtions,  whether  exhibited 
with  a  preventive  or  curative  intention, 
I  have  before  obferved  ;  but  till  I  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  proofs  as  I  have  engaged  to 
do,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  general 
remarks  on  the  fubjeft. 

I  would  not  pin  my  faith  even  upon 
the  flee v  e  of  a  SydvnhcitTi,  or  believe 
him,  when  he  fays,  that  inject  iorfs  ufu~ 
ally  produce  much  more  mifchief  than 
good,  were  1  not  convinced  he  has  rea- 
fon  on  his  fide  :  much  Jefs  do  I  mean 
to  quarrel  with  thole  noftrum- mongers 
who  throw  out  their  lures  ad  captandiim 
7  vulgus. 


vu/gus9  and  boaft  of  their  fpeedy  me-* 
thods  of  curing  the  Gonorrhcea9  becaufe 
perhaps  I  myfelf  am  not  pofieffed  of 
means  equally  expeditious.  I  wifh  not 
to  enter  the  lifts  with  them,  but  mod 
readily  yield  up  to  them  all  the  reputa¬ 
tion  they  can  poffibly  derive  from  their 
manoeuvres  in  that  way ;  though  I  may 
be  allowed  to  add,  that,  when  my  pa¬ 
tients  have  been  particularly  follicitous 
for  a  fpeedy  cure,  I  have  not  often 
failed  to  conquer  the  running  in  a 
week  or  ten  days.  But,  as  I  wifti  to 
make  no  more  hafte  than  good  fpeed, 
it  is  a  mode  of  cure  I  can  by  no  means 
approve  ;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  the  injections, 
which  are  likely  to  produce  the  defired 
effeft  in  the  fhorteft  fpace  of  time,  are 
fuch  as  it  is  not  an  advifeable  thing  to 

make 
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make  frequent  ufe  of ;  and  becaufe,  un¬ 
der  tbefe  circum fiances,  I  always  efteem 
the  ufe  of  mercurials  in  fome  degree 
neceffary  ;  the  calling  in  of  which  me¬ 
dicines  repeatedly  (as  we  may  certainly 
do  without  them  in  general)  is  by  no 
means  a  warrantable  pradlice.  The  cli¬ 
mate  of  this  country,  and  the  confiitu- 
tion  of  its  inhabitants,  loudly  proclaim 
againft  it. 

A  weak  folution  of  the  mercurius 
corrojivus  fublimatus  poffeffes  the  power 
of  fuppreffing  a  recent  Gonorrhea  as 
quickly  perhaps  as  any  injedlion  that 
can  be  named  ;  and  I  have  fome  reafon 
to  believe,  that  it  is  in  daily  ufe  at  this 
time  with  fome  of  thofe  perfons  who 
build  their  credit  more  upon  the  expe¬ 
dition  than  the  fafety  of  their  cures.  By 

»  t  ;  t  f  ‘  " 

the  bye,  it  may  be  worth  remarking, 
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that  this  preparation  of  Mercury  is  par¬ 
ticularly  quick  in  its  operation  (when 
ufed  internally)  in  palliating  different 
fymptoms  of  the  lues,  though  Dr.  Saun¬ 
ders  obferves  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  in¬ 
troduce  fo  aftive  and  acrid  a  prepara¬ 
tion  of  Mercury  into  the  habit  in  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  to  eradicate  a  confirmed 
pox.  So  likewife  upon  chancres  (let¬ 
ting  afide  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  applying  mercurials  to  venereal  fores) 

I  fay  upon  chancres,  we  cannot  ufe  any 
preparation  of  this  medicine  that  afts  fo 
fpeedily  as  a  proper  folution  of  the  mer - 
cur .  fublimat.  A  mercurial  folution, 
fo  very  weak  as  this  mu  ft  be  made  for 
injefting  into  the  urethra ,  can  never  be 
fuppofed  to  aft  from  its  ftypticity ;  as 

A 

we  know  that  vitriolic  and  other  ftyptic 
folutions  of  greater  ftrength  will  not  aft 

fo 
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ib  effedually  ;  but  rather  from  forne 
fpecific  antidotal  property,  and  that  it 
ads  upon  the  matter  of  the  virulent 
Gonorrhoea  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon 
that  of  an  external  venereal  fore;  which, 
if  true,  is  one  more  argument  for  the 
affinity  between  the  two  difeafes,  if  any 
more  feem  to  be  wanting. 

The  mode  of  cure  by  injection  has 
been  adopted  by  different  people  with 
different  intentions.  Some  have  admi- 
niftered  injedions  with  a  defign  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  difcharge,  as  critical  and  fa- 
lutary ;  for  which  purpofe  they  have 
employed  thofe  of  a  ffimulating  kind  ; 
others,  with  a  full  affurance  of  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  ulcers  in  the  paffage,  have 
gone  through  the  whole  procefs  of  de- 
terging,  incarning,  and  cicatrizing ;  for 
thefe  purpofes,  the  aerugo  aeris ,  the  tur- 

I  2  pentines. 


pentines,  half,  capivce ,  with  many  other 
of  the  gummy  and  refinous  bodies, 
differently  prepared,  have  been  made 
life  of. 

Whilft  fome  have  wifhed  to  fupprefs 
the  difcharge  as  foon  as  they  were 
able,  by  means  of  aftringents  or  defic- 
cativesj  fuch  as  the  vitriols,  alum, 
barks  of  many  different  forts,  lead  in 
its  feveral  preparations,  ftarch,  lime- 
water,  dragon’s  blood,  with  boles  and 
earths  of  various  kinds ;  others,  more 
cautious,  have  ventured  only  on  injec¬ 
tions  of  an  emollient  or  fedative  kind  ; 
fuch  as  frefh  animal  or  vegetable  oils, 
mucilages  of  different  forts,  warm  milk 
and  water,  opium  diffolved,  &c.  &c. 
Some,  relying  on  the  grand  fpecific, 
have  ufed  the  crude  mercury  in  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  different  vehicles,  mere .  dulcis. 


mere . 


mere,  corrof.  fubl.  precipitates  of  mer¬ 
cury,  with  many  other  preparations  of 
the  fame  medicine ;  feme  or  other  of 
which,  it  is  more  than  probable,  have 
entered  the  compofition  of  moft  of  the 
fecret,  antivenereal  injediions,  we  have 
heard  fo  much  boafted  of. 

Others  have  racked  their  brains  to 
difeover  fome  precious  chemical  fecret, 
that  (hould  put  a  flop  to  the  fermen¬ 
tation  they  conceived  to  be  going  for¬ 
ward  within  the  urethra ,  and  thereby 
remove  the  difeafe. 

With  regard  to  injeftions  for  pro¬ 
moting  the  difeharge  of  a  Gonorrhea , 
they  never  can  be  required :  as  we  are 
able  to  fupply  their  place  by  fo  many 
and  fo  much  better  methods :  and  per¬ 
haps  the  ufe  of  emollient  or  fedative 
injediions  may  be  difpenfed  with  alfo  : 

6  for 
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for  when  the  fymptoms  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  run  at  all  high,  when  the  dif- 
charge  is  great,  the  ardor  urines  vio¬ 
lent,  &c.  under  which  circumftances 
injections  of  this  clafs  feem  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  indicated  ;  I  fay  at  this  time 
fo  very  irritable  and  tender  is  the  paf- 
fage,  that  the  introduction  of  a  fyringe 
in  the  moil  delicate  manner,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  likely  to  do  more  hurt,  than 
the  medicine  itfelf  can  ever  do  good  ; 
the  attempt  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
made. 

Injections  of  the  aftringent  or  mer¬ 
curial  kind,  or  both  together,  for  there 
are  few  of  the  mercurial  compofitions 
but  what  have  fome  degree  of  aftrin- 

i  , 

gency  when  externally  applied  ;  thefe 
I  believe  are  what  are  ufually  employed 
for  the  fpeedy  cure  of  a  Gonorrhoea . 

A  firing- 
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Aftringent  inje&ions,  confidered  mere¬ 
ly  as  aftringents,  are  at  all  times, 
and  without  any  exception,  improper, 
when  any  degree  of  venereal  infe&ion 
exifts. 

In  the  very  early  ftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe  injedlions  may  perhaps  be  ufed 
impune ,  at  leaft  as  far  as  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  concerned  ;  but  thofe  injections 

fhould  always  be  of  the  mercurial 
kind. 

The  variolous  matter,  when  intend¬ 
ed  for  inoculation,  is  ufually  preferred 
in  its  moft  crude  ftate;  being  fup- 
pofed  to  have  lefs  virulency  in  it  at 
that  time,  than  when  the  difeafe  is 
farther  advanced.  The  venereal  virus 
in  the  fame  condition,  I  can  readily 
believe  may  be  fubdued  by  the  topical 
application  of  mercury  alone ;  but  it 

does 
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does  not  often  happen  that  the  furgeon 
fees  his  patient  till  the  diforder  has 
made  fome  progrefs :  and  indeed  it  is 
no  very  eafy  matter  to  draw  the  line  ; 
to  fay,  when  the  complaint  is  fo  abfo- 
lutely  local,  and  the  difcbarge  fo  little 
virulent,  as  that  a  fpeedy  fuppreffion 
of  it  fhall  not  produce  mifchief  or 
otherwife. 

We  know  that  immoderate  exercife, 
excefs  in  drinking,  the  taking  cold,  &c. 
&c.  will  frequently  flop  the  difcharge 
of  a  Gonori'hcea :  fo  will  an  aftringent 
injedtion  very  often.  A  fuppreffion  of 
the  running  from  any  of  the  former 
caufes,  is  almoft  always  attended  with 
future  mifchief :  why  that  is  Ids  fo 
which  is  produced  by  aftringents,  I 
cannot  fee  ;  as  I  know  of  none  which 
are  poffeffed  of  any  fpecific  antivenereal 

powers. 


[  6J  ] 

•powers.  In  both  cafes,  the  effect  is  for 
the  moft  part  produced  fuddenly  ;  and 
a  fudden  check  to  a  Gonorrhoea  is  un¬ 
natural,  and  always  prejudicial. 

Some  perfons  have  denied  (and  one* 
of  them  lately  in  print)  that  a  fwelled 
tefticle  is  ever  produced  by  the  fup- 
preffion  of  a  Gonorrhoea.  They  make 
it  the  caufe,  inflead  of  the  effect ; 
and  fay,  that  the  flopping  of  the  dif- 
charge  is  occafioned  by  the  affe&ion 
of  the  tejlis.  This  may  fometimes  be 
the  cafe ;  but  I  am  thoroughly  fatisfied 
it  is  in  the  general  otherwife  f.  An  in¬ 
flammation  attacking  the  teftis  in  con- 
fequence  of  any  external  violence,  &c. 
may,  and  probably  will,  flop  the  run¬ 
ning  of  a  Gonorrhoea ;  but  in  this  cafe, 

*  Mr.  Hales’s  Letter,  p. 
f  Cockburn,  p.  280. 
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an  uneafinefs  at  leaft  will  be  felt  in  the 
part,  feme  time  before  the  difeharge  is 
affe&ed  by  it ;  whereas  we  frequently 
find  that  this  complaint,  the  fwelling 
of  the  tejlisy  does  not  appear  till  two 
or  three  days  after  the  running  has 
diiappeared  :  again,  we  every  now  and 
then  fee  a  hernia  humor  alls  come  on,  and 
the  difeharge  fhall  be  little  or  not  at  all 
affected  by  it.  The  lymphatic  glands 
in  the  groin  alfo  are  liable  to  fwell 
upon  the  hidden  Hopping  of  a  Gonor¬ 
rhoea  s  but  fuch  tumors  feidom  fail  to 
iubfide  as  foon  as  a  plentiful  difeharge 
from  the  urethra  is  brought  on  again. 

W hen  the  feat  of  a  clap  is  far  back  in 
the  urethra ,  the  danger  of  affefiing  the 
tefies  by  aftringent  inje&ions  is  much 
increafed ;  when  therefore  the  patient 
complains  of  a  pain  or  weight  inperinao 
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we  ought  particularly  to  refrain  from  the 
life  of  any  fuch  remedies ;  indeed, 
when  we  can  plainly  trace  the  difeafe 
farther  back  into  the  urethra  than  to  the 
part  which  Ajlruc  fays  is  the  moil 
common  feat  of  it,  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  but  that  the  above  caution  fhould 
be  well  attended  to ;  notwithftanding 
a  late  writer  makes  no  difference  in  his 
mode  of  cure ;  declaring  it  to  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  trifling  confequence,  u  whether 
“  the  patient  has  a  very  little  running 
<c  or  fcalding,  or  the  Gonorrhoea  affects 
“  only  a  frnall  way  down  the  urethra , 
“  or  it  hath  even  reached  the  duffs  of 
tg  the  projlate  gland ,  with  fcalding, 
“  chordee ,  and  all  the  virulent  fym- 
66  ptoms  of  the  difeafe.” 

It  every  now  and  then  happens,  that 
an  injeff  ion,  intended  for  flopping  the 

K  2  run- 
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running,  (hall  produce  juft  the  con¬ 
trary  effeft  ;  at  other  times,  though 
the  running  (hall  ceafe  from  the  ufe 
of  aftringents,  every  the  leaft  excefs 
(half  bring  it  on  again  and  again  :  nay 
it  (hall  repeatedly  recur  upon  difcon- 
tinuing  the  medicine,  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  caufe  whatever. 

Under  fuch  circumftances,  it  is  high¬ 
ly  imprudent  that  the  ufe  of  injedlions 
fhould  be  p u (lied  any  further :  na¬ 
ture,  that  unerring  guide,  plainly 
points  out  to  us  that  fomething  more 
is  wanting:  yet  in  fuch  a  cafe,  af¬ 
tringents  have,  f  know,  been  perfevered 
in  to  the  laft,  and  their  degree  of  af- 
tringency  increafed,  till  the  violent  pain 
they  have  occafioned,  has  obliged  the 
patient  to  deftft  from  tiling  them. 
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A  practice  of  this  fort  renders 
the  final  flopping  of  the  difcharge  no 
eafy  matter ;  and  it  is  from  fuch  treat- 

i 

ment,  that  many  very  ohftinate  gleets 
have  taken  their  rife.  It  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  reftore  the  parts  to  a  proper 
tone,  after  fuch  violence  has  been  once 
done  to  them  ;  for  the  fibres  lofe  their 
elafticitv,  their  contractile  power  is  de¬ 
ft  royed. 

We  are  frequently  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  aftringents  in  the 
healing  of  fores,  and  find  them  of  the 
greateft  fervice:  but  if  from  any  internal 
caufe,  &c.  thefe  fores  jfhould  break  out 
repeatedly,  the  difficulty  in  healing 
them  is  every  time  increafed,  and  it 
becomes  at  laft  a  very  hard  talk  to  heal 
them  at  all,  or  to  keep  them  well 

wh®n 
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when  healed,  fo  much  are  the  parts 
weakened  by  repeated  attacks. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  pa¬ 
tient  to  find  his  ardor  urince  increafed, 
rather  than  abated,  upon  the  fuppreffion 
of  a  Gonorrhoea ,  by  means  of  aftrin- 
gent  inje&ions ;  nay  a  heat  of  urine  may 
be  brought  upon  a  perfon  unaffe&ed 
with  a  Gonorrhoea  by  an  aftringent 
injeftion  continued  for  fume  days, 
of  no  greater  ftrength  than  that  re¬ 
commended  in  a  *  pamphlet  published 
feme  months  fince,viz.  vitriol  alb .  9j. 
extraffi.  faturn.  %y  aqu.  pur.  §iij.  un¬ 
doubtedly  from  its  leffening  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus  neceflary  for  defending 
the  paffage  from  the  acrimonious  falts 
of  the  urine.  By  way  of  experiment,  I 

*  JEHis,  p.  17.  # 
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wafhed  a  preeputium  and  glam  penis 
with  this  mixture  thrice  a  day  for  two 
or  three  days;  and  the  parts  were  there¬ 
by  fo  corrugated  and  contrafted,  that  it 
was  not  without  fome  difficulty  and 
pain,  I  could  denude  the  glans.  As  the 
mixture  produced  fuch  an  effed;  here, 

I  could  not  have  a  doubt  remaining 
as  to  the  impropriety  of  inje&ing  it 

into  the  urethra :  yet  this  is  recom- 

\ 

mended,  and  to  be  ufed  at  a  time  too, 
when  it  is  impoffible  that  the  viru- 

r 

lence  of  the  Gonorrhoea  can  have  been 

correfted,  or  the  inflammatory  fym~ 

ptorns  in  the  leaf!  fubdued. 

That  confiderable  inflammation,  ad» 

* 

hefions  comequent  thereon,  that  ftrlc- 
tures,  ulcerations,  fungi,  &c.  are  occa- 
iionally  produced  in  the  urethra  from 
the  ufe  of  injections,  is  mod  certain  j 
2 .  but 
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but  it  is  as  certain,  I  believe,  that  fuch  dif- 
orders  may,  and  do  fometimes  arife  from 
other  caufes,  and  where  no  injections 
have  been  employed.  Though  this  is 
a  part  of  my  fubjedt  which  I  had  in¬ 
tended  to  have  referved  intirely  for  a 
future  occafion,  yet  I  cannot  help  ob* 
ferving  at  the  prefent,  that  I  am  not  a 
little  furprized  to  find  Mr.  Hales  quot¬ 
ing  the  cafes,  as  published  by  Monfieur 
Datan ,  concerning  the  cures  of  differ¬ 
ent  complaints  in  the  urethra ,  as  proofs 
that  fuch  diforders  are  not  produced  by 
injeftions. 

46  *  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  fays  this 
4£  gentleman,  the  caufes  affigned  for  that 
u  immenfe  number  of  alarming  and 
46  amazing  inftances  of  gleets,  carun- 
u  cles,  carnofities,  excrefcences,  ftric- 

*'  Letter,  p.  36. 
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cs  tures,  fiftulas,  &c.  ?”  for  (fays  he) 
€t  THEt  USE  NO  INJECTIONS  THERE,'” 

(meaning  I  fuppofe  in  France .)  But  I 
think  if  Mr*  Hales  had  really  read  thofe 
alarming  and  amazing  cafes,  he  would 
have  leamt  that  they  did  use  in¬ 
jections  there  i  and  what  is  more, 
that  a  great  number  of  thofe  alarming 
cafes  were  intirely  owing  to  thofe  very 
injections.  Monf  Daran  himfelf  men  ¬ 
tions  them  as  being  clearly  of  that  opi¬ 
nion.  For  the  truth  of  this  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  Mr,  H— —  to  the  following 
cafes ;  viz.  in  the  firft  part  of  M.  Da-° 
ratis  book,  to  N°  50,  65,  67,  68,  yzj 
86,  88s  92  in  part  the  fecond  to  N° 
3,  and  6;  in  the  third  part  of  the 
lame  treatife,  to  N°  5,  14,  17,  20,  21, 
23,  24,  26,  28,  30,  34,  35,  36,  40,  41, 

51*  53’  56?  57?  58’  59?  6o?  61,  62,  63, 

L  % 
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69>  7°>  71’  72’  73>  75’  7S>  79’  92>  98’ 

106;  and  in  the  Appendix,  to  N°  i, 

and  4. 

In  every  one  of  thefe  cafes  mention 
is  made  of  injections  having  been  ufed  ; 
and  in  feveral  of  them  the  bad  effeCts 
of  thofe  remedies  are  immediately 
pointed  out.  In  fome  of  them  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  violent  inflammation  was 
brought  on  :  in  others  the  parts  were 
fo  corrugated,  the  urethra  fo  contrafted, 
that,  the  author  fays,  he  had  much 
difficulty  to  reftore  it  to  a  proper  ftate 
again ;  in  others  a  fwelled  tefticle 
was  the  confequence.  Monf.  Dara?i 
in  ffiort  fpeaks  as  ftrongly  as  he  well 
can  againft  injeftions,  and  enumerates 
them  among  the  caufes  of  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  &c.  Nay,  he  goes  fo  far  as 

to 
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to  fa y  in  a  later  publication,  which  he 
calls  *  Precis,  that  “  ninety-nine  times 
€C  ln  every  hundred,  obftruftions  in  the 
“  urethra ,  whether  ftri&ures,  caruncles, 
“  &c.  &c.  are  originally  owing  to  ftyp- 
“  tic  injections,  employed  to  flop  the 
ci  running  of  a  Gonorrhoea ,  or  clap  G 
and  adds,  I  ferioufly  and  ftrenuoufly 
fC  caution  all  patients  with  claps  from 
ufing  fuch  prejudicial  remedies, 
“  which,  by  their  immediate  effects  in 

4 u  '  -- 

“  flopping  the  running,  flatter  them 
“  with  the  appearance  of  a  perfect  cure  ; 
“  but  in  faft  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
“  difeafe,  which  will  fliew  itfelf  in  fome 
“  future  period  of  their  life  infinitely 
“  more  troublefome  and  dangerous 
“  than  the  fymptom  they  relieved.”  I 
cannot  agree  with  Monf.  Daran,  that 

*  Appendix,  page  27* 
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fo  great  a  proportion  of  the  diforders  tr* 
the  ui'ethra  are  owing  to  injections  \ 
but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  gentle¬ 
man  would  never  have  found  it  worth 

«  -  > 

his  while  to  pay  us  a  fecond  vifit,  but 
for  the  very  extravagant  ufe  of  fuch 
medicines  in  this  kingdom. 

Col.  de  Villars  calls  the  piethod  of 
cure  by  injection  as  dangerous  as  it  is 
fpeedy ;  and  *  Dr.  AJlriic  reckons  the 
ufe  of  injections  as  one  caufe  of  impo- 
tency,  though  he  does  not  account  for 
it  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  have  done. 

Such  remedies  as  flop  the  difcharge 
fuddenly,  never  fail  to  produce  bad 
fymptpms,  which  for  the  mo  ft  part  are 
pnly  to  be  relieved  by  bringing  on  the 
running  afrefh.  It  feems  indeed  to  be 
Monf.  Darans  conftant  intention  in 

-  *  r  '  I  > 

*  Vol.  II.  4to,  p.  118.  Eng.  Tranflation. 
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the  life  of  his  bougies  to  produce  this 
effect.  A  late  author  laughs  at  the 
idea  of  tnifchiefs  arifing  from  the  lock¬ 
ing-up  of  matter-,  but  there  needs  not, 

I  think,  a  Wronger  proof  of  it,  than  that 
the  difeharge  brought  on  by  the  ufe  of 
a  bougie,  {hall  ever  have  virulence 
enough  in  it  to  infect  a  found  perfon, 
which  Monf.  Daran  has  affirmed  for  a 
truth. 

Notwithftanding  all  that  has  been 
{aid,  I  mean  not  to  deny  that  injec¬ 
tions  may  fometimes  be  of  coniiderable 
fervice ;  but  not,  I  fear,  as  they  are 
made  ufe  of  in  the  general. 

When  properly  chofen,  and  well- 
timed,  they  become  good  auxiliaries ; 
but  the  furgeon  who  depends  on  them 
alone,  will  heap  mifery  on  his  employ¬ 
ers,  and  difgrace  upon  bimfelf. 
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If  the  difeafe  has  made  any  confi- 
derable  progrefs  before  we  fee  our  pa¬ 
tient  ;  if  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
have  advanced  in  any  degree,  it  is 
madnefs  to  think  of  inj  eft  ions  till  thefe 
are  fubdued.  It  has  very  lately  been 
aflerted  in  print,  by  a  gentleman  of  great 
eminence  in  the  profeffion  of  furgery, 
that  the  eye  will  bear  an  application 
which  the  Urethra  will  not.  How  far 
this  may  be  true,  I  fhall  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine ;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
the  Urethra  in  its  moft  healthy  ftate, 
is  a  part  endued  with  a  very  high  de¬ 
gree  of  fenfibility  ;  and  we  can  hardly 
fuppofe  it  to  be  lefs  fo,  when  in  a 
ftate  of  inflammation  ;  fo  that,  putting 
the  virulence  of  the  difeafe,  or  the 
chance  of  inferring  the  habit  out  of 
the  queftion,  the  danger  of  injeftions 

at 
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at  filch  a  time  is  evidently  much  in— 

«/ 

creafed. 

What  man  could  think  of  apply- 
ing  to  an  eye  highly  inflamed  the  vi¬ 
triolic  folution  mentioned  in  p.  70, 
by  way  of  collyrium  ?  1  confefs,  was 
I  ever  inclined  to  try  the  effe&s  of 
fuch  an  application,  even  upon  a  found 
and  healthy  eye;  my  own  would  be  the 
laft  I  fhould  think  of  making  the  ex~ 
periment  upon. 

We  have  been  told  lately,  that  it  is 
of  no  fort  of  confequence  what  color 
the  difcharge  of  a  Gonorrhoea  bears  ; 
that  the  degree  of  virulency  is  not  to 
be  eftimated  from  any  fuch  lign,  &c. 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  of  opini¬ 
on,  that,  where  the  difcoloration  of  fuch 
running  is  at  all  great ;  and  more  efpe- 
dally  if  it  tends  to  the  green  or  bloody 

ap- 
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appearance*  aftringents  are  without 
any  exception  whatever  highly  impro¬ 
per.  The  nature  of  the  difcharge  mud: 
be  altered  much  for  the  better,  before 
fuch  remedies  can  be  ufed  with  advan¬ 
tage,  or  even  with  fafety  and  fuch  al» 
teration  is  to  be  effeSed  only  by  inter¬ 
nal  means. 

Many  people  I  know  are  inclined  to 
eftimate  the  degree  of  virulence  in  the 
diforder,  from  the  time  which  paffes 
between  the  receiving  the  infection,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  Gonorrhoea :  and 
fay,  the  longer  the  clap  is  before  it 
appears,  the  worfe  it  will  be,  and  vice 
versa  >  but  I  believe  this  a  vulgar  er¬ 
ror,  having  in  feveral  inftances  re¬ 
marked  the  very  contrary. 

It  frequently  happens  that  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  the  infection, 
3  a  fen- 
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a  fenfation  rather  of  pleafure  than  pain 
is  felt  towards  the  extremity  of  the 
Urethra,  an  itching  towards  the  glans 
penis,  which  perhaps  may  continue  for 
fome  days  without  the  fymptoms  get¬ 
ting  materially  worfe ;  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  advancing  by  very  flow  degrees. 
If  we  are  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  our  pa¬ 
tient  at  this  period,  when  the  difcharge 
is  very  trifling,  of  a  glary,  and  almoffc 
colorlefs  fluid  (a  mere  increafe  in  the 
quantity  of  mucus,  without  its  quality 
being  perceptibly  altered  j  perhaps  indeed 
fomewhat  infpiffated)  and  before  the 
ardor  urince  is  worth  fpeaking  of;  this 
is  the  time,  and,  I  think,  this  only, 
when  we  are  to  avail  ourfelves  of 
injeftions,  if  we  mean  to  rely  upon 
them  for  a  cure.  At  this  time,  a  mercu¬ 
rial  injection,  joined  with  fuch  medi- 

M  cines 
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quam  might  be  coming  frill  nearer  to 
the  truth. 

“  *  A  virulent  Gonorrhoea  (fays  a 
late  writer)  will  oftentimes  prove  very 

44  obflinate,  under  the  management  of 
ic  the  moil  fkilful  furgeon,  particularly 
“  in  fcorbutic  habits,  &c.” 

•f*  Another  modern  author,  upon  the 
fame  fubjedt,  fays,  6C  It  is  but  fair  to 

45  acknowledge,  that  where  there  is 

46  virulence  in  the  Gonorrhoea ,  our  art 
cannot  cure  it  fpeedily  and  eSeftu- 

£€  ally  at  the  fame  timed’  Now,  tho5 
I  am  inclined  to  the  fame  opinion 
with  this  gentleman,  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  when  he  adds,  “  unleis  the  fe- 
u  vereft  regimen  be  obferved,the  difeafe 
46  will  often  run  out  to  two  or  three 

*  Mr.  Bromfield’s  Obf.  Vol.  II.  p.  290. 

-J-  Fordyce’s  Review,  p.  28. 
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«  months ;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  to  five 
«  or  fix.”  If  fuch  cafes  have  frequently 
occurred  to  him,  I  fhouid  be  inclined 
to  believe,  that  mercurials  may  often 
have  had  a  connderable  fhare  in  pro- 
tracing  the  diforder  ;  in  which,  as  we 
may  colled  from  his  writings,  he  ufes 
mercury  very  freely  ;  and  indeed  the 
feverity  of  regimen  itfelf,  which  he  en¬ 
joins,  may  every  now  and  then  produce 
the  fame  effed. 

Though  the  Gonorrhoea  is  a  complaint 
which  every,  the  meaneft  dabbler  in 
medicine,  thinks  himfelf  able  to  en¬ 
counter,  it  will  undoubtedly,  un¬ 
der  particular  circum fiances,  give  an 
able  pradkioner  much  trouble. 

It  is  too  common  an  error,  I  fear,  in 
furgeons  to  lay  down  one  general  mode 
of  cure  for  the  Gonorrhoea ,  and  to. per- 

fevere 
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fevere  too  obftinately  therein ;  whereas, 
there  are  few  dlfeafes  perhaps,  where  it 
can  be  done  with  lefs  propriety. 

I  have  before  had  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  I  have  known  an  obftinate  chordee 
yield  to  fmall  dofes  of  mercury,  which 
had  with  flood  the  force  of  opiates,  eva¬ 
cuations,  &c.  ;  fo  lately  have  I  keen  the 
happieft  effects  from  the  ufe  of  the  cor¬ 
tex  in  the  fame  complaint.  But  fhould 
I  therefore  fay,  that  the  bark  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  remedy  for  a  chordee?  Certain iy 
not:  but  rather, that  this, as  well  as  mer¬ 
cury,  mil  ft  ufually,  in  fuch  cafes,  do 
much  more  hurt  than  good. 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me  lately 
for  relief  in  a  very  troublefome  chordee , 
which  had  plagued  him  long.  He  had 
loft  blood  repeatedly,  and  in.a  very  con- 
derable  quantity,  for  it :  but  neither 


e  vac  u  a- 
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evacuations  nor  opiates  (which  he  had 
taken  freely)  had  produced  any  eood 
effect.  He  was  much  reduced  ;  and, 
from  the  (late  of  his  pulfe,  I  judged 
the  bark  might  be  of  fervice,  if  not 
for  the  chordee ,  tor  his  general  health 
at  lead :  he  began  therefore  taking  it 
immediately,  and  had  not  continued 
the  ufe  of  it  three  days,  before  the 
complaint  intirely  left  him. 

In  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  thofe  where 
mercury  had  been  ufed,  the  treatment 
of  the  patients,  previous  to  their  taking 
thofe  medicines,  mud  have  contributed 
111  no  fmall  degree  to  their  fuccefs,  and 
have  paved  a  way  towards  a  cure,  tho’ 
it  would  not  do  alone.  One  perfon 
will  not  bear  evacuations ;  balfamics 
difagree  as  much  with  another;  and 
fo  on. 


Whilft 
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Whilft  I  am  mentioning  balfamics, 
I  cannot  omit  to  obferve  (though  I 
may  feern  to  be  departing  from  my 
purpofe,  which  was,  not  to  have  entered 
into  any  examination  of  the  internal 
methods  of  curing  the  Gonorrhoea J  that 
I  believe  very  much  mifchief  is  pro¬ 
duced  every  day  fay  medicines  of  this 
clafs. 

The  author  of  A  Review  of  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe  laments  that  we  have  not 
a  certain  rule  for  determining,  when 
aftringents  and  balfamics  may  be  ufed 
with  fafety  ;  but  the  balfamum  cop ai bee 
is  recommended,  as  not  only  a  fafe,  but 
aim  oft  a  fpeciflc  remedy  in  the  clap,  by 
a  late  writer,  who  directs  it  to  be  given 
in  the  early,  or  inflammatory  ftate  of 
the  difeafe  (“  a  purge  and  bleeding  be- 

“  ing 
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i(  ing  premifed  in  ftrong  plethoric  habits 
‘5  habits  with  coftivenefs.”) 

Balfamic  medicines  have  hitherto 
been  adminiftered  in  the  virulent  Go¬ 
norrhoea  with  a  good  deal  of  care,  for 
the  mofl:  part  j  many  of  the  writers  on 
that  difeafe  have  mentioned  the  incon¬ 
venience  and  danger  attending  the  life 
of  them  ;  and  every  one,  who  has  been 
much  converfant  in  venereal  pra&ice, 
mud  be  convinced,  that  the  obferva- 


tions  of  Aftruc,  Sydenham,  &c.  on  this 
fubjecf,  have  been  founded  on  truth. 

That  eminent  Phyfician  *  Docfor 
Father  gill,  fpeaking  of  balfamic  medi¬ 
cines,  fays ;  “  all  the  balfamics,  ftridtly 
io  called,  are  pungent  and  acnmo- 
ts  nious.  1  he  Doftor  enumerates 
many  of  them,  and  places  the  half,  co- 
*  Medical  Obfervat.  and  Inquiries,  VoL  IV. 
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father  at  the  head  of  the  lift.  “  An  opi- 
“  nion  (fays  this  author)  feems  to  have 
prevailed  univerfally,  that  thefe 
u  gummy,  reftnous  fubftances,  exter- 
u  nally  applied,  promoted  the  healing 

^  of  wounds  and  ulcers  without  except 

/ 

* *  tion  ;  from  hence  they  werefoon  ap- 
“  prehended  :  to  have  fimilar  effetis  in 
^  difeaies  attended  with  internal  ulcer- 
ations,  &cA  The  Doctor  proceeds 
to  examine  how  far  thefe  ideas  are  con- 
ftftent  with  reafon  and  experience,  and 
plainly  proves,  66  that 'a  free  ufeof  fuch 
56  medicines  in  young  and  vigorous  con - 
flitutions ”  (which,  by  the  bye,  are 
fuch  as-  we  for  the  moft  part  have  to- 
deal  with  in  venereal  matters)  u  is  ex- 
ceedingfy  pernicious  ;  and  that, 
where  there  is  a  tendency  to  infant - 
mat  ion  f  medicines  (b  powerfully  Jti~ 

u  mutant  ^ 


[  9f  ] 

a  mutant,  and  which  ccnjiantly  have  the 
6C  effedi  of  quickening  the  pulfe,  ought 
44  by  all  means  to  be  avoided It  may 
poffibly  be  urged,  that  what  this  inge¬ 
nious  gentleman  has  faid  upon  the  fub- 
jecl  of  balfamic  medicines,  can  have  no 
reference  to  the  prefent  bufinefs  ;  for 
that  the  DoSor  is  (peaking  only  of  dis¬ 
orders -of  the  lungs:  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  the  cafe  will  hold,  with  this  dif¬ 
ference  alone  ;  that  in  pulmonary  com¬ 
plaints,  the  life  of  the  patient,  the  health 
of  the  whole  man,  is  at  (lake  ;  whereas 
in  the  Gonorrhoea  that  of  a  part  only  Is 
concerned  ,  hut  it  is  certainly  of  a  mo  ft 
important  part,  a  part,  without  the  full 
pofleffion  of  which,  the  life  of  the  man 
is  fcarcely  worth  the  having. 

Hildanus ,  in  a  letter  to  Theod.  May- 
erne, of  Geneva,  (conful ting  him  upon  a 

N  2  venereal 
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venereal  cafe)  afks,  an  fpiritus  tereb'm - 
ihinre  in  hocce  corpore  vaide  biliofo  tuto 
exhiberi  pojjit  ?  In  old  perfons,  and  in 
cold  phlegmatic  conftitutions,  advan¬ 
tage  will  be  often  derived  from  the  ufe 
of  the  balfams  ;  but  thefe  are  not  the 
moft  likely  people  to  become  our 
patients. 

The  author  who  recommends  the 
half,  copaiba eonfeffes,  that  the  ufe  of 
it  is  fometimes  attended  with  inconve¬ 
niences  5  for  it  will  4£  bring  over  the 
*£  furface  of  the  body,  red,  inflammatory 
fpots,  a  kind  of  fpurious  eryfipelas, 
“  accompanied  with  great  heat,  thirft, 
and  uneafinefsT  How  improper 
mult  any  medicine,  capable  of  producing 
loch  fymptoms  as  thefe,  be  in  the  in¬ 
flammatory  it  age  of  a  Gonorrhoea  viru¬ 
lent  a  !  but  every  phyfician  knows,  that 

fuch 
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iiich  fymptoms  are  frequently  attendant 
on  the  ufe  of  moft  of  the  natural  bal- 
fams  and  turpentines,  when  given  to 
patients  of  a  fanguine  habit  of  body, 
even  in  moderate  dofes. 

It  might  have  been  added,  that  a 
dyfury  is  as  frequently  the  confequence 
of  balfamics  given  in  this  diforder.  In  one 
of  Mr.  Ellis’s  cafes  indeed  the  circum- 
ftaoce  does  occur;  the  relation  of  which 
*  cafe,  I  think,  is  a  much  flronger  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  author’s  candor 
and  ingenuity,  than  of  his  method  of 
praftice.  A  few  months  fince,  I  was 
lent  for  to  a  patient,  labouring  under 
a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  which  had  very 
nearly  proved  fatal.  I  was  informed, 
that  about  a  fortnight  before  I  faw  him, 
he  had  been  attacked  with  a  Conor  r- 
*  Ellis,  p.  35.  Cafe  L 
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hcza,  for  which  he  had  loft  blood  once* 
and  had  taken  three  dofes  of  purging 
p hylic  on  three  fucceeding  days.  He 
was  directed  to  dilute  plentifully*  and 
to  fufpend  the  fcrotum,  which  he  had 
done,  by  means  of  an  handkerchief.  He 
had  then  a  bottle  ot  *  drops  given  him* 
of  which  he  was  told  to  take  eighty, 
three  times  in  a  day ;  the  running, 
which  had  been  in  a  very  confiderable 
quantity,  alrnoft  difappeared  in  a  few” 
days ;  but  he  was  ftill  troubled  with  an 
ardor  wince,  which  increafed  upon  him, 
rather  than  grew  better.  At  the  endof  a 
week  from  his  firft  taking  the  drops,  he 
was  feized  with  a  ftrangury  ;  for  which, 
he  had  an  emulfion  fent  him,  and  a 
pill  to  be  taken  at  going  to  bed  ;  which, 

*  Which  T  examined,  and  found  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  Bo  If,  Copaiba  and  Spiv.  Lave  mini  a. 

from 
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from  the  patient  s  account,  I  fuppoie  to 
have  been  an  opiate.  It  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  to  increafe  the  dole  of 
his  drops  to  ioo  ;  but  he  grew  fo  very 
fick  of  them,  that  he  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon.  He  had  frequent  returns 
of  his  ftrangury,  which  ended  in  an  ob- 
ftinate  fuppreffion  of  urine. 

In  this  condition  I  found  him  ;  he 
was  in  violent  pain,  had  a  great  heat  and 
third:  upon  him,  a  confiderable  tendon 
about  the  reglo  pubis,  and  indeed  the 
greater  part  of  the  abdomen  (not  hav¬ 
ing  voided  any  urine  for  three  days)  5 
and  he  had  vomited  two  or  three  times: 
bis  pulfe  was  quick  and  ftrong  ;  I  bled 
him  freely,  gave  him  an  opiate,  ordered 
the  abdomen  to  be  fomented,  and  a 
clyfter  to  be  given.  I  attempted  like- 
wife  to  introduce  a  Bougie,  but  with- 
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out  Fuccefs.  I  faw  my  patient  again  a 
few  hours  after,  and  found  it  neceffary 
to  take  away  more  blood.  I  ftaid  with 
him  about  an  hour,  and  then  made  a 
fecond  attempt  to  procure  a  paffage 
into  the  bladder,  which  proving  fuccefs- 
ful,  a  large  quantity  of  urine  (1  believe 
not  lefs  than  a  gallon)  was  evacuated? 
and  the  man  recovered.  I  fhould  not 
omit  to  mention,  that  the  difcharge  of 

«L_-/ 

the  Gonorrhoea  returned  again  on  the 
following  day.  Can  any  one  doubt  of 
the  mifchiefs  having  been  produced  by 
the  balfam  in  this  cafe  ? 

I  have  mentioned  the  having  ordered 
this  man  a  cly  iter.  Now  in  inflammations 
of  the  bladder,  or  the  neighbouring  parts, 
and  in  fuppreffions  of  urine  conlequent 
thereon,  when  we  cannot  readily  pro- 
cure  an  evacuation  of  the  fluid,  Ene- 


/ 
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jnatd,  amongft  other  remedies,  are 
Usually  recommended,  and  I  believe  as 

«  t  * 

generally  employed  ;  but  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  perhaps  is  not  always  paid  to  the 
degree  of  diftenfion  the  bladder  is  in  at 
the  time;  which  ought  to  be  a  material 
confideration  with  us.  The  want  of 
due  attention  to  this  circumftance,  in  the 
cafe  I  have  juft  recited,  was  the  occa- 
fion  of  much  additional  arid  unriecef- 
fary  pain  to  my  patient ;  and  might 
have  been  attended  with  very  dif- 
agreeable  corifequences^ 

A  neighbour  of  mine  (a  furgeon)  has 
lately  told  me,  that  he  once  tried  the 
half  copaibce  in  the  manner  prefcribed  ; 
but  that  he  had  made  a  patient  pay 
dearly  for  his  euriofity  ;  having  treat¬ 
ed  (as  he  expreffed  himfelf)  a  poor  fel¬ 
low  with  a  couple  of  buboes. 

Q  In 
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In  this  cafe,  I  learned,  that  the  run¬ 
ning  difappeared  in  a  few  days,  and 
both  furgeon  and  patient  imagined  a 

perfect  cure  was  effected  :  the  latter 
however  was  foon  convinced  of  the 

contrary  to  his  coft,  by  the  appearance 
of  a  tumor  in  each  groin,  both  of 
which  advanced  to  fuppuration. 

*  Swelled  tefticles  are  likewife  fre¬ 
quently  occalioned  by  an  imprudent  ufe 
of  balfamic  medicines. 

But  though  the  conftitution  ftiould 
fufifer  no  injury  from  the  ufe  of  them, 
in  the  cure  of  the  Gonorrhoea ,  it  too 
frequently  happens,  that  they  lay  the 
foundation  of  complaints  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  for  at  the  fame  time  that  they 

fupprefs  the  difcharge  of  a  Gonorrhoea, 

* 

*  T urner,  p.  245.  Hift.  VI,  Cockburn,  p.  239. 

they 
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they  alfo  prevent  a  proper  fecretion 
of  the  mucus.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  drib¬ 
bling  of  the  urine  fo  often  follows  an 
improper  ufe  of  fuch  medicines;  ac¬ 
companied  very  frequently  with  an 
ardor  urince  in  fome  degree.- — But  I 
mean  not  here,  to  enter  further  into  the 
fubjeft  ;  or  to  enumerate  all  the  incon¬ 
veniences  and  mifchiefs  that  may  arife 
from  an  imprudent  ufe  of  balfamic  re¬ 
medies.  In  as  much  as  the  urethra 
itfelf  is  often  very  materially  affedted 
by  them,  I  hope  the  digreffion  I  have 
made  will  not  be  deemed  imperti¬ 
nent. 

1  fhall  here  take  leave  of  my  readers 
for  the  prefent ;  deferring  a  more  clear 
and  fatisfaftory  illuftration  of  the 
fubjeft  to  a  further  day  ;  but  before  I 
lay  down  my  pen,  I  would  juft  beg 

3  leave 
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leave  to  obferve*  with  refpeCl  to  in¬ 
jections  ;  that  they  may  be  employed 
with  much  greater  advantage,  and  (as 
far  as  the  parts  themfelves  are  concern- 
ed)  with  infinitely  lefs  hazard,  upon  wo¬ 
men  than  upon  men. — Liquors  which 
no  prudent  man  would  think  of  injec- 
ing  into  the  urethra  may  be  thrown  up 
the  vagina  without  any  degree  of  dan¬ 
ger.  I  have  repeatedly  ufed  fublimate 
injections  here  with  great  fuccefs :  but 
what  I  have  faid  in  the  general  as  to  the 
Gonorrhoea  in  men,  muft  be  allowed  to 
hold  as  to  the  fame  difeafe  in  women  ; 
fo  that  if  the  inflammation  run?  high, 
or  any  other  fymptoms  occur,  that  may 
forbid  the  ufe  of  injections  ;  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  keep  an  eyeupon  all  the  cau¬ 
tions  before  given  on  that  head. 


FINIS. 


